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Japanese characters

YEDER Types of Japanese characters

A = by L

Bb  SALBEL
BAEOXZEE< 3 BEHYET,

There are mainly three types of Japanese characters.

(0.2 )N Hiragana
BXEOXZOH TR LERBEAELXETT.

This is the most frequently used type of Japanese character.

739737' Katakana
RSy & A

Il 5V 3kEE. ﬂlilwtﬂ_aﬁ 'b)ko)% ﬂlJ?&&l-EbhéSC%’CTo

These characters are mainly used for foreign borrowed words, and overseas places and people names.

S
B Chinese character

L5 FA - oh IZ A 72 b RN
#'GE#O#’L'CL\%’)SC?—'C% LML, BERED; +L— i b‘;ao:&tibt)iﬂ’o
Z D53YE L THA LS

K 2 V& BIE

FERE NG Eﬁd):i_l:{_l.d) N1 TZOOO@ETE”K%&E#%U?'&O

These are the characters used in Chinese-speaking countries. However, their shape may differ at times from those
of Japanese kanji. The highest level of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test, N1, requires you to memorize

approximately 2,000 characters.

/ EH

\ %@ﬂ!’.a)i-?- ) 2

Other characters

BFETRI- U TOX=tEhbhThET,

The following characters are also used in Japanese.
Hoh

B ¥ He B htor,

Numerals: The characters used to express numbers.
ws L £IzA
ex. 1 H%(l o’clock) 4AN(4 people)

= FoBA

| |:|—7—7— FILITFRYLT EI* 0)%”"&%‘4’5&%1%

Romaji: These are characters that express Japanese pronunciation in alphabetical characters.

ex. SUSHI HOKKAIDO
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@@

Q&A

o . BIE .
U BETRASDIEESH ?
Can't I just learn hiragana?

VA L

ETtLHINTHULHET R BETH, 25T 3L RAORANTCIoTET . X
RIKBYET, Ehe. BFEENA A=, VBHBEELIM A—SEREODT, VB
murEHESE. oIy ET,

You can use hiragana to express both Chinese character and katakana, but if you do so, it is not possible
to recognize the speech parts instantly, and the text becomes difficult to read. Additionally, kanji has a
more formal image while hiragana has a softer image, so if you only use hiragana, the text will appear

childish.

b LIttt Aos5

ex. HLI=ELFEBEMNISTTIZTZLET, (A EFRTT=RELEY,)

I will play tennis with my friend at school tomorrow.

VBAEENSHT DENIER ?
What is the difference between hiragana and katakana?

VBRI E ISR EDhET,

hahFIEREBEE B, A EBEVSI L TECERBRITBZENENTT,
Hiragana is mainly used for Japanese words and katakana is used for foreign borrowed words.

These foreign borrowed words often appear unnatural if you write them in hiragana.

ex. HFE(English) lunch — SUF
KAy E:E(German) allergie (allergy) — FLILX—
75‘/15%(French) enquéte (survey) - Por—*k
B4 <E:?:%(Korean) Z K| (kimchi) - X LF

ALBS 6

VLABENSHFORIZ D6 7
Are there 46 syllables each of Hiragana and Katakana?
S0ELEDNBOIZ 4 6 i, %a)i;m«atraaﬂf«zmaﬁ\ FREDATO L,

u»oa C BIE

SREDHE ot ABTT, EEAIE 4 6 ERAELES.
Even if we talk about the 50 syllables, there are actually only 46. The reason for this is that some sounds

like "/" and " 2.", which were used in the past are not used anymore. You should memorize 46.

2
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- Katakana

2
USHL - hEHT

Hiragana=Katakana 50-syllable table

520;5
g &

VBB HAHFD5 0

W S| e A4S
Sl |~
X1 DA | | W
U0 DN
ISERERECH A RN
AL IR I B
LR K|+
R |
NN =l ENCH I ENQ
N e
3

NI | D H |~
DN RN BN
BN X
PN PN £
XA N
ClU N
MR R NIE
X N I
N[> =21>| 0
o ™
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Uéb‘ttﬁﬁ ﬁj‘ﬂ)ﬁ ﬁ Characteristics of Hiragana and Katakana

5 FEl{EA

B USALORE: HENZC Rass s,

Characteristics of hiragana: Curved and rounded.

B h5hFORE:EE-T S,

Characteristics of katakana: Angular.

S, N N A

[03=Y:)tAN ks 032V )t HhE3hF

eX.

A L vE BREF ML

e ( E-?—i)‘ﬁi)‘%kd)ﬁ.z.ﬁ /

Methods of memorization used by people who know Chinese character

Lol &

VEARIEEFERL THONEDT, Stehot- BFE IR 2 L4 A—UMLOFTLTT,
As Hiragana were created by collapsing Chinese characters,

it is easy to create an image of what they are if you memorize them with their original kanji.

2D H UL\

13913+ld:}§+0) “RAREOEENINF B EDLENTT,

In many cases, for katakana, a portion of the kanji is taken and used, as is, in the katakana.

Fowf T
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,Ea)'g' How to read

BXREOBEESEQ/i/u/e/0). Thiz 2 EEMEARDEHTRELET,

The pronunciation of Japanese uses the five vowels (a/i/u/e/o) combined with consonants.

I LA I LA
€x. BE (vowel): a B& (vowel): i
\ L Lk - L L )
F& (consonant): k — & (consonant): n
FoBA Eo28BA )
F& B (pronunciation): ka & (pronunciation): ni

Pronunciation of the nasal sound “A.”

F2oBA

wonk & BR 2 Ledh SE BEuk Lk < B B
TAIFBELFEH., iR +EFELRGY. BELFEEHEAEHLETRETHDOTIILL.
3% nE s B E(RD BE
SNLREZBELTHIRINGETY.

“A” is referred to as the nasal sound and, unlike the other 50 syllables, is not pronounced as a combination

of vowels and consonants, but rather a special sound made by passing air through your nose.

[A 0% ER. IN]. [n]. [m]. [n]. [n]0bHny. E20E L THRENELYET,
“As” is pronounced in the five forms of [N], [n], [m], [n], and [n], and the pronunciation differs according

to the sound that follows.

IOBEA

RENEDIEEIL, ErOEEEVOTTEEHOHOBE0ELLOT, BRLEE
TEBHESIToTNEET, CCTHBHEYRITLE(TAL X TY,

The reason for the change in the pronunciation is that the mouth moves in a way that makes it easy to say
the sound that follows, so it is naturally pronounced in this way. You do not need to concern yourself too

much with it at this time.

1F L\

GDEIJGJF/VJI ,ébiuzio

Take note of “A.” sounds before vowels.

ex. ZE(love) » NABHL  renai

=& f=h & &£

BIZIEThA B (renai) IEWSBEEBZEHRT EE. Tzl (re-na-i) &

= L Lo . EoBk

BRAFEHA, —FI2FoEYUThAHL(rern-a-)IERBLET,

For example, when you read the word “#1 A 4 L\ (renai)”, it is not read as “#17% \>(re-na-i)”.

You pronounce each character clearly as re-n-a-i.
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TJ- How to write

@ TeIlNEhlliEs I EEBELEL LS,

Be aware of the concepts of “stop”, “flick”, and “sweep”

&

F¥el

(=1

" .Ii:&)éo

Stop.

- ZEEE-THS. BEFREIZIER,

Flick in a particular direction after stopping once.

& . HARL B E525 - -
- IEHFIS BEBVLTLSHFRIZIEESS,

Sweep in the direction you are currently writing without stopping

CO3oEEBLTEL. EhcBIES,

You will be able to write very well if you remember these three concepts.

&8 X [E50N

( /) £

B Lok BE _ -
@ EZIEOIL—ILEEZELELD,

Learn the rules about stroke order.

aib‘%%l:%% O \1 \ ® ®l 0) ®

Write from up to down.

D )
VY HE A — ——)
' hAIZELS — o ( —
Write from left to right. N— —
) ©)
Cw> ) @)
+

L omx ko EE M
FIZERBEEICIX. BEEICES (Dﬂ“ C

When overlapping in a cross, write the horizontal stroke first.




F RV (A

| i% lIlE )l«—)l«@ﬁ'lﬂ

Exceptions to the stroke rule

[03=Y:)tAN

S)

% nnn

Lo> L ha . kT &=
TFICERYETH, fitho5k(c

ik viba

g5E,

Overlap in a cross, but write the vertical stroke first.

s 2

\:l
\:

L&kl

o BEOE

fid. Fad EloEzEd,

The final stroke is from bottom to top.

if*‘!-;é&b\
UBHEEHENTH. BRIzk-TH AELYET,

The shape of both hiragana and katakana may differ according to the font.

Differences based on font

A

FeSL gL

b Y
VO

I\

X4

S

1S\

HoP R FHEk BIZUDI vy HGSRIE &y 7 5 HaS > # HG3L1v95 M-PRO HGP 394 M
\ \

/5\

COESI=. HLOBAETLERNE B LT IA B o=y, B BB DR YT B
WsIEADEY

CEE O RHERIOXEESEILTECLAZTT,

In this way, even for the same hiragana character, there may be cases where, depending on the font, the “flick” is removed,

HYFET,

and certain portions are connected. Many people write these characters with reference to the “Textbook font” characters

on the far left.

L &7=Ly
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hAlwd

Points to practice

= L L Lz L BIE -
BTV EXFERBLGEHORZIELL,

Be aware of similar characters when memorizing them.

o)

B _ & b mes $ L
B E58HAALT. BAUTHEXF

Characters whose shape is similar but have a different reading

032V )L~

ki

Sa

.

ne

Ie

7

ha

o Y

ho

P

[ X

me

J

nu

L@

h3hr

a — ma
) <

e yu
I 1
shi:/ tsu . y

n o SO .
oY/

B ULABENIHAF TR BETNEXSE

Characters where the shape of the hiragana and katakana are similar

VBAE haht
u u
7
ka ka
mn o7
ki ki
x M x

t

[03=Y)VA¥ HhE3hr
1 1
VAN
u o ra
ko ni
b —
N— —
shi L re [/
VB hahF
mo mo

Oy AN haht
se se ,k
ni ni
AR —
he he
2N N

ya

)(‘3

ya

X

1

')

1
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#OHL

oF
;ﬁw&_t/”\éwﬁﬂﬂ Explanation from the next page

a

77 % & X(morning) I 5(0). ®(me)

_________________________________________________________________________

- & Bk L v e
O - USHLOREHAFOO—-TFRELETT .
This is the romaji reading of the hiragana.
- e A Lk
A --UOSHLDEZIRTY.
This is the stroke order of the hiragana.
& L _nALe>
© -NFELTOTHELET,

Practice tracing the character.

e, JAW )

p Lok 503 L Lo BE Thu A
O -BEIRISERBLENS, ALUSHEEEIEBEET,
Write the same hiragana character five times while thinking about the stroke order.
BE “ltvts#h . [ y L B3 Ly BIF _ -
O REULRBEOHINTTY, XHh3HhFELUTNBIXFEHYET, FRBLTEAELLD,
This is the katakana for the same pronunciation.
*There are characters similar to these katakana. Take care when memorizing them.
. g bE el
@ - USHLROTICHEIIEFTY,
These are Chinese characters that hiragana originated from.
L BL Th T
O - EDUSHEHAA>TLBRETT,
These are words containing this hiragana.
N - e & L
@ - FDUSHEICEITLDUSHEDONFTY.

These are hiragana characters that resemble their hiragana counterparts.

e = = = = = = = = e - - ——



(=) 2 )

~ T

£%

~
Y

5 =(morning)

1. H(0). ¥(me)

\ )

/f WL H\(love) 1 Z (ko). ')(ri)
Y ~N

7 F 37 (up) L (tsu)
> A

T K Z (picture) 1. A(n)

j: NE2Es

j‘ j/;\ HB(blue) 1. H(a). P(no)

10




(w) 3)

ka

7

...............

7] o

2 (face)

I %°(ya)

ki

—
s

g

F(tree)

1. 3(sa)

ku <
7 7\ {5(mouth) 1 (te). ~~(he)
’7 };; ¥ (hair) i [ Z(ni). [Z(ha)
ko — —
5
N
i A 2 (this) L G ()

11




(=) 4 ) |sa =~ ){ ){

)§ -

+j— E X7 (alcohol) 1. =(ki). H(chi)
shi l [

:/ Z |2L(chopsticks) 1 (ku), >(tsu)
su ’ — j_.

X ‘j‘ 3 L (sushi) 1 $'(mu)
SC

’E iﬁ‘ Z A (store)
SO %

VAR %11 (that) L (te)

12




(=) 5 )

RS

i — 7’* 71» 712_
Y | -,
N -
§7 7& H 7= (tomorrow) L 12(ni). 7(na)
F  Fu 5 (blood) L X(sa). 5(ra). #(wo)
tsu
D2l - %(moon) L (). L(shi)
te T T
7/‘ K (hand) I Z(50). ¥(to). U\(hi)
to

-

ZlT\(clock)

1. ((te)

13




() 6 )

na

7&»

+ »

..........

dA ,Zf‘} L7 (inside) I 7=(ta). L£(yo)

ni P Y —
)

- 4= 12 {(meat) L 2(ko). 7=(ta)
nu \ f

; ﬁx \ & (dog) L & (a). ®(me)
ne ,

?\ %ﬁj‘\ #Z(cat) L #1(re). 4> (wa)
no

/ 73 3D (yesterday) i 5(0). ®»(me)

14




() 7 )

T3

|J

e

N R 14 (tooth) L +(ke). (=(ni). [Z(ho)
E b U (fire) L <(te)

fu » D b >y b

) ) v) [ VDD

7 Z—; v{(clothes)

he
N ‘%IS 2 %°(room) L {(ku)
AL 2L (star) L 12 (i), 12(ha)

15




ma —— c—
——
< j{ \WE (now) L £(mo). L(yo)
mi ! A Z
N 2% (car)
L\ ﬁi L7 Z(son) L ¥ (su)

\ &

H(eye)

I H(a). ¥ (nu), P (no)

¢

3

’

H¥(peach)

1. £(ma)

16




(w) 9 )

ya 3 3
D | D )(3
X° % (mountain) L A (ka)
~ o, P;D
R 3(snow)
- " &
£ %(night) 1. 7(na), £(ma)

17




(=)10)

ra

b

%5(sky)

1. 5(chi), 5(ro)

r1

J

l) ¥ )(bird) ()
ru %

) 02 (noon) L 2 (t0)
. ﬂ , M

[/ *L I4#1(sunny) 1. 7(ne)\ H(wa)

ro

d

L &(white)

I 5(ra). 4(ru)

18




(=) 11)

wa

HEe

|Z#(garden)

1. 1a(ne). #1(re)

_— XRON—UESE .
= 1. H(ch
7 % Refer to next page ' (C 1)
: A/
>/ % 12 A/(book) L Z(e)

19




o/

( sa¥cEs

Pay attention to the reading!

@ ®LED Greetings

ex. —AITBIE Hello/CAIXAIE  Good evening
BUOEDDIZAITEIZITCABARIOTEIOFEEE. Thal Tl#<
B4 E>84
MHlERCIwalERELET,
The pronunciation of the “|3” in the greetings “Z A (Z 5 [Z(hello)” and " Z A £ A 1E(good evening)”

is pronounced like "wa" rather than "ha."

C& L

@ BJJEE] Particles
ex. Hr=LIE S5%2 A WEET, [ will go to the park.
T~ IEHRELTESBESBYET, Z0BE R, T11E I TRETHILFEL Wal.,
[~ JThe  TIRAKT R ILRLTe L RELET,
“l%” and “~\” are sometimes used as particles. In this case, “/&* is not pronounced as “ha”,

but “wa” as in “4>”, and “~\” is pronounced like “e” as in “Z_”, rather than “he.”

ex. 27z S51=LVET, [singa song.

25C&57A & £ HL

£k BEEERLTEEDLT. BELLTRSBAICEHREDAET,

SELY

3 L 32
ELFEE @A R hEBE W ERYETH, EEOREITHILFCTIERELET.,
The word “% ™ is usually not used as part of a word, but rather as a particle. When the vowel and

consonant are combined, it becomes “wo”, but is actually pronounced as “0”, the same as “4”.

KBNS M EL M E A Ry MO ERENA YT BETT,

Particle: A word that connects words and adds other meanings.

20




o e e e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e M e e e e e M e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

#DsHi
0)/\—# ; ”\ba).nﬂﬂ Explanation from the next page

/

Z | el / o

(J}) PETI 7 A')77(America) I 7(ma), v (ya)
/

_________________________________________________________________________

U U&5

O - HENFOEAFON—TF R LTS,
This is the romaji reading of the katakana.
» Lok
A - NENTHOEEIETY,
This is the stroke order of the katakana.
& L _nALe>
O -NFELTOTHELETY,
Practice tracing the character.
. Unk 505 L4 . BE ZHL B
O -BEIRISERBLENS, AUHhaHF25EEEET,
Write the same katakana character five times while thinking about the stroke order.
8% BOBA -~ 2o R = H L BipS L BIE
@ FILRBOUSHETY, XUohREBTVDIXFIHYET, EFBLTREAELLD,
This is the hiragana for the same pronunciation.
*There are characters similar to these hiragana. Take care when memorizing them.
be nh L
@ - NEHFORICLSIZRFTY
These are Chinese characters that katakana originated from.
(7] -"'Z'0)7J97Jﬂ'7b‘lo'((.\7é¥ "C’J'o
These are words containing this katakana.
I b L
O - FOHEAHLITVNBHZHTDOIFTY,

These are katakana characters that resemble their katakana counterparts.

_________________________________________________________________________

e = = = e = = e = - - ——



(m)13) | A

— ||
o 7 A1) (America) L <(ma). ¥ (ya)

_J—

W\ 157 (Italy) L /(no). Mto)
S o AR

5 '/‘%‘—) 74V A(virus) 1 7(ku), 7(wa)
e — | T|L

2_ ]“I. L7727/ (air conditioner) I =(ni). Z(yu)
Q) .

-

~

A — A7) 7 (Australia)

1. 7(na)

22




(=)14)

ka

<

7177

AN/ 0

At

7177 7 (karaoke) IV (ya)
-

X

(5
o

Z74(kiwi fruit)

| #(chi). *E(mo)

ku

AN

J

N

N
NI

A(class)

L 7 (ke). 7 (ta). 7(wa)

ke

3

2

/7‘

=
>

7 — % (cake)

1 7 (ku), Y (sa). 7 (wa)

ko

1|

()
(U

2 —MH(coat)

L Z(yu)s F(yo). =(ro)

23




(=)15)

Sa
i& jﬁié; A (sign) 1 7 (ke). 7 (na). ')(ri)

e

¥ —/ —(seesaw)

I /(tsu). I(mi). ~(n)

Su

<
puut

1. X(nu), < (ma)

SC

£ —% —(sweater)

1. E(hi), ¥ (ya)

SO

N \/

Y — A(sauce)

LY (tsu), (i) ~(n)

24




(=)16)

ta

J

24

7= %77 #4(Thailand) L 7(ku). 7(wa)
?_ —
7':) :}— F1)(Chile) L (ki) 7 (te)
tsu
A} N
\y M %
- )] 7 —(tour) L > (shi). “/(s0). ')(ri)
— — |\ T
¢ ~ 7 ZNtest) L F(chi). Z(ra)
Y J_]—_ M (toilet) LA (i)s A(me)

25




(=)17)

na
e — ﬁ-‘
A 47 (knife) L (0). F(chi). A(me)
ni — ——
—-— ——
gmn——
| 7 = Z(tennis) L Z(e). Z(yu)
- ; 7| X
8 AL 72— (canoe) L Z(su). 7(wo)
ne N N N N

7

1%

A4 (neon)

1. 7(ra)

no

/

N
&

/ —Nnotebook)

26




‘-))18 ) ha

/ / \

AN 75> 77 (handkerchief)
hi I — l ,

(N Lk £ > Khint) L (se)
fu

/

77~ A(France)

I A(su). 7(ra). 7(wo)

he

N

N %B ~/L > —(healthy)
ho
‘ i {7‘?( + 7/ (hotel)

27




(=)19)

ma : 7
i < X7 (mask) I 7(a). X(nu), v (ya)
1 ~ ~ ~
mi ~ = -
~~
N
\
ey L7 (milk) 1 > (shi)
u

L | L

...........

"5 /~(ham)
i) JiTAar.
\®) 2477 (makeup) L K(to). 7 (na)
(@) —— -—
/ ;—L
—
1'6 A% (memo) L % (ki)

28




(=)20)

ya

7|

F1¥ (tire)

1L 7 (a). t(se)

yu

7L

Z = —7(unique)

. =(e). Z(ko). =(ni)

YO

nlE

=

.............

713~ (crayon)

1. Z(ko). 7(wo)

29




(=) 21)

l:) E{ 7~ F(lunch) 1. 7 (te). 7(hu). 7(wo)
11 l ) )

0) 7/}: ]J A7 (risk) I Y (sa). V/(s0). (tsu)
ru

JL

........

5 U V1L (rule) L (o)
1 (& V
M * L VA7 (restaurant) L L (ru)

ro

7

v 7 (Russia)

1. Z(ko)

30




(m)22)

wa

7

P Fa 74> (wine) L ). 7(ku)
WOl 7
7
i& %’- 77 7 (geek) I 2(nu). 7(hu), 3(yo). 7(ra)

P4

71(can)

I.*/(s0). /(shi)

(o,

N
J

Otaku (geek)

Bk - # - BB kDo erB-</H 4016 B0EFTH.

DR THEICT AP BEATE R E[T45 1L E BT LS hot=t EhhTVET,

CO&SI K ERE R LEYT 2B EIrT 8B hh 3s EnBYE T,

910X EHRARECEDN DS LRIFELAEHYEE A

People who truly immerse themselves in a particular hobby are called “3 7= < /7 & 7 (otaku)”,

but those who particular like anime and manga, are referred to as “7 % 7”7,

The character “~” may be used to express special meanings such as this, but the “~” character is

hardly used in Japanese.

31




hAlwd
i(“_&)ﬁ = Summary and Practice

_J: ~
B FEAELELED. Read

(1) L&A dog

(3) &R fish

(5) BEZX name

(7) MAZK Korea
(9) <2L7= socks
(11) BMTD subway

(1) #A Thailand

(8) T=R tennis

(5) PAR ice cream
(7) ZA)A America
(9) ASAYT karaoke

(11) LAFTY restaurant

(w)23)~ (m)24)

(2) D& face

(4) <BF car

(6) IIFA Japan

(8) 7=LMPA Taiwan

(10) &%FL% miso soup

(12) LAMAHEA Shinkansen

(2) FY Chile

(4) AAS camera

(6) 7RTIL hotel

(8) I5>R France

(10) T73Y air conditioner

(12) YA AR Christmas

32



CRECLCHER R R O
g C) -85 () (w)25)~ (=)27)

Voiced sounds * Semi-voiced sounds

?};_5 ?};_5 #/;_5 #/;_5 . = <§£ »n 5;4';5 o Ig:/vff <3’5:=/v »
T ST AT AT R 1Z O THBITEE S, (XTI 122 THAETILTEET,
Adding ["] to the 7, &, 7=, and |& columns can make them a voiced sound. If you add [°] to the £ column, it

makes semi-voiced sounds.

ESBA Lo AER BAESGBA b L AEIR
AE - XFORLIZT 122115, XEBE XFORELIZI® 1ZDIT5,
Voiced sounds: Add ["] to the top right of the character. Semi-voiced sounds: Add [° ] to the top right of the character.
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E<BA - 5< Th T
SEHNITENDHE Words containing voiced sounds

ELBA BAELBA

oA Fol B# 1k O - o -
AT, FABXFEOFYREBLEGWNE, 2 GEBSBEEICHOTLEIDTREMITELED,
Unless you pronounce voiced sounds and semi-voiced sounds clearly, they become completely different words, so pay

attention to this.

eX.
75‘% ﬁ\i 'S‘< 'S\ﬁ
Japanese persimmon key clothes Blowfish

reiers M4 &M 3, “C”and “5”, 94 and “D”

. R . . (iodsn/u JBE R -] E [FATE gia . . 25
CIEMB1 TFIEMDIEREDBECTTA., ELFEERMIC, TTDOICIEMFIZFENFET,
The pronunciation of “ U and “%” as well as “9 ” and “ 7 is the same, but, basically, when writing it, the < column

“L”and “9” is used.

WE X A S . L L
K—BBDEZBIET B DI ZEITENHYET,
There are some words that use “5” and “D”.

3% 5

ex. StI(nose bleeding) —IF%HBE %’:H'é(to continue) =215

hALw> )
C ﬁ g ) Practice

-; —~—
B HEAELELED, Read

(1) MDA mirror (2) 5T arm
(3) MAL Chinese character (4) ﬁ‘h[f(a‘ Cheers
(5) N 42 motorbike (6) 5:)7]' radio

(7) 78\>Y pants (8) EF7./ piano
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EOBA

B (Pew-&) (=)28)~ (=)30)

Diphthongs

S5 b L BL WAL B WA t L < B v BE B .
PATRXFZEPSKLT, TWIRNOBENIOXFEBASHET. 1 DDBFERTENTEEY,

‘‘‘‘‘

sound.
Voh m)%i)ﬁy@iciﬁ* SR EAY BN
') L | OIS B LS [
Lo @2 T <]
#1 DI~ T T2 |e
AR EA IEY 21k B k2L
py by j gy ry my hy ny  ch sh ky
Uo| Ul U Tl ) o B D12 Bo|L o] Tl
U\CJ@U\\@L,‘@’S@ 6)@A@U@f:@ﬁ)@typ§@u
OOy 1oy s B D T N L [ e I T
w o+ y m h o0t sk
Lk ORI VAR S h=d AN A A Ba P/ VA E
') e = F XA
N T XA 7|7 |
L AN AT || 7|
ZA =N =N = N N B O V8 e B e
py by j gy ry my hy ny ch sh ky

oy
W
(T
I
\‘J
M
EEE
I
v
I
‘—r’
I
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)
XN
N
\‘4
N
SR




J:itstlb =¢_5= i
MEDHEAT Reading of diphthongs

£IBA

5 v L s . WolEg nE
BIEXFR2O0HYETH. 1HELTHAFT,

The sound of the diphthong has two characters but is counted as one mora.

@
o+
A

ex. Ly/L4(doctor) F3/3(chocolate) 5
L#/L/As(photo) L/& /L &(office) R
&/ A/ U /< (three hundreds) L/ T/ A/ Uss(bicycle) s
T/ h/L/L/L&(electronic dictionary) L//</B&/Stimetable)  — 53

. 1< 2 FA S . T REATE 7;:\/1\1 S_
X MAIFAAREBOVALOERWGEMNDILETY,

The “mora” is the basic unit of rhythm in Japanese.

naLe>
%E Practice

&

| E}%ﬁ* LJ::)o Read

(1) BB tea (2) V#< hundred
(3) LL& dictionary (4) TAL® tain
(5) YDA Japanese-styled hotel (6) MDL& girlfriend
(7) Fx Greece (8) F¥>R chance
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Double consonant

RBENEAT Reading of double consonant

LBk Lo lEC DE
METo Mol IR TR THELTRA AR, REREHTTHELTRRET.
While the diphthong “ %7, “”, and *“ £ ” alone do not count as one mora on their own, double consonants such as the

small > are counted as one mora on their own.

ex. &/-2/T(stamp) H/v/7 (cup) R
1+/2/ 2/ As(marriage) E£/8/+/3a(Morocco) — A%
*/v/9/U/ R (necklace) ~/IV/ A/ /M helmet) L Eis
k//F/#/v /7 (hip hop) 0/%/2/F/9/9(romantic)y — 6

X MELEH A DETESBADHIC T ELELLS,

Be careful of the mora when using it in conjunction with diphthongs.
FAlEL

H&/2/E(a little) —>é§“§r§| 7/ Fx/v/F(ketchup) — 43R

B L A

, ( havddedcin ) \

Position for writing the small character

&5BA BA 2] n
E0TollpiTEl REDM-1ZTRABIZELEE.
=T At

g B % HE3Z kA & B % OEYLE - -
EE0GEFIABDELIC. BEZDHTEFIIABD E FITAEILIEEZTELLD,
When writing the diphthongs “%”, “”, and “ &£ ”, and the double consonant “>” in a square,
they should be written in the upper right corner of the square when written vertically,

and in the lower left corner of the square when written horizontally.

); ——) -
. - L I
& T and
: X 2
o N = P15
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— Words that contains a double consonant

ELBA

EO84 Epfe B A S - o -
BlXE-FYHBFLEWNE, £ GESHEEICHE>TLESIDTREZMITELLS,

Unless you pronounce the double consonant clearly, it becomes a completely different word, so pay attention to this.

| cat
&y 4
7y | £%
\ match ’ II‘\ :EE:’ city

F&

target

AN )
ﬁg Practice

E3
B 5AFELELED, Read

(1) $o>& husband (2) EoL magazine

(3) ®EDT the day after tomorrow ~ (4) FDEITA cafe

(5) av7 cup (6) Yk set

(7) F7vbk ticket (8) Y% backpack
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BE>B A
RS (w)34)~(=)38)

Long vowels

(AN £IBA D

t;i#asz/u 29 \)) lto#__:‘é ?:E _ R l;é :bel: _'5 B4
EEE. RBIELTREITEHIEDLTT, ULTOBZEICEEELET,
A long-vowel sound is a sound that is pronounced with an extended duration. It becomes a long vowel in the following

cases.

BE BFE LA hATL £ 3Ly

@ FCHENEHRT SEE

When the same vowel comes consecutively

aa 11 uu ce 00
ex.
BhdHcA )Y ol AR H5E HBRASA sy
Okaasan Kawaii Kuuki Oneesan Koori
mother cute air older sister ice

oA Lo FAN
@ BEMTeil. ToulD IFIZ1 35S

[Ptk

When vowels come in the order “ei” or “ou”.

el ou
ex.
TtAELD FLyh< BLEOSA +TASS
Sennsei Keikaku Otousan Kenkou
teacher plan father health

= N =3 B> (Y
MTHARR). (RN TBEBSAITHACE ID&SI-BC i £ T, BT BLELLS,

These sound like “HFAHZ”, “IT AN, “BEBIA” and “IT ATEH”. Take care when writing these.
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B&IBA
7]9 i a!)) E E Long vowels in Katakana

BA F BEATE BEIBA E

HahT OB BFERNI-EERE— 12 H-TE LET,

Basically, katakana long vowels are expressed using the long vowel symbol “—".

O—b— r—x F3alL—Fk

coffee cake chocolate

kA 2 husnTs on iE B
B H2AFOEETH, fIS I I—1AEHLhELMEEEHYET,
E HL el AR BE58A B
2OBEDCRDEHIHTREIRA N EEELET.
Even with katakana words, there are exceptions where “—" is not used.

In this case, the portion meeting conditions (D or @ is made into a long vowel.

- TLA )% Ry
purei Souru bouringu
play Seoul bowling

nAaLe> _
%s Practice

-* —~—
B HEAELELED, Read

(1) BIEXHTA grandmother (2) BBHEL big

(3) BITL&A big brother (4) B3ZAB amusement park
(5) LA personality (6) F&STLN siblings
(7) 3—JL goal (8) R—/\— supermarket
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HaNFODEBORIZIE, INENTP T ITS ITTITA IREERBLORBYET,

Katakana words may contain the small “77”, “A > “77” “T> and “# sounds.

HKE3LOEL T DBY T,

The followings are often used.

ye 1z she/je vr/ox fa 77

wi 4 ti/di T4/T4 fi 24

we ks tu/du by /Ry fe Jx

WO * che FI fo T+
ex. yeah - fx1—4

winter - 43—

wave - x—7J

water - DF—3—

share - vx7

artist - 7—T4Ak

tuk-tuk — byObY

change - FIv

family - JF7=sl)—

Philippines  — 2J4YEY
cafe - Hhox

photo - J#hk
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nAL®>
FEHHEEH Summary and Practice

_J: -~
B FEAELELED. Read

(1) 5 sea

(3) SK5%H Goodbye
(5) Lp<7F=LY homework
(7) BIFESTENVET Good morning

(1 ) K7 door

(3) RwE bed
(5) ARbkF L Vietham

(7) LABFSY restaurant

(1) 4F¥YR Hd FFELT

I came from the UK.

(2) FWEA TLE & #FT,
I watch TV every night.

(2)
(4)
(6)
(8)

(2)
(4)
(6)
(8)

(-)) 41)~ (-))43)

T=LZ & important
ZHATZEL Sorry
U'&SLVA hospital

ALESY birthday

J\R bus
R/N—JL Nepal
TA—9 fork

R—JLAR> ballpoint pen

(3) Hf=L [& 7A)H O =2—3—9 ~ LWEFET,

I will go to New York in the United States.

(4) WLWol& 2 A7 T a—b— % OAFELES,

Let’s have a cup of coffee at a cafe together.



( rsnrpolisn )

From Katakana to Kanji

- . RAEES  DF  PA L RAEES
VoG- hEhT OREDRILEFEMALES,
DAL LR B LESHLY
HENFEEFO—BITB-TVBIERBL DT, SCTUKOM R LET .
After studying hiragana and katakana, you will study Chinese character.

Katakana often consists of a part of a Chinese character, so we shall introduce some here.

W &

nhA L
hz ﬁ*ﬂ‘ﬁ#d)—ﬁﬂ Katakana as part of kanji

)
of | |49
d

A

NANFIEBEYEDEVADER HCTONE S 23 A BNETH. HahFAbhBE.
s B2 BOICBUBES, LoAYCDFE RN THANFE B THEEL LS,

\
g
W

As katakana are not used so often, some people think you don't need to memorize them,
but if you know katakana, it will be useful when memorizing kanji.

Make sure you learn the katakana in this textbook well.
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