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Japanese characters

& L Lezw
pva= 1)) Types of Japanese characters

l: EA :' b L Bt A

EOXFIEEIC I BEHYET,

There are mainly three types of Japanese characters.

)

(0.3292)¥ Ay Hiragana
IZ FA &

BAE ch%wqﬂ'cﬁtliﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁf%\@b\jc?—f%

This is the most frequently used type of Japanese character.

h3hr Katakana
Ny N

FIHEE. NEOBE L AOERLZEEDAEXETT,

These characters are mainly used for foreign borrowed words, and overseas places and people names.

rat
p = Chinese character

b5 A oM FA Z hA L M

EETEDONTLANETE, LAL. BRBEOETL T EScEbhyYET,
Iz FA 2 0)5") <L A L&D BIF

BRELEAREBOE L0 N1 T200BEES 2 2 RBABYET,

These are the characters used in Chinese-speaking countries. However, their shape may differ at times from those

r*:l'-

of Japanese kanji. The highest level of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test, N1, requires you to memorize

approximately 2,000 characters.
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Other characters

BXECR-SFoXEtEbhTLET,

The following characters are also used in Japanese.
Y Hdb

BB Bs ity

Numerals: The characters used to express numbers.
ws L &IcA
ex. 1 H%(l o’clock) 4A4 people)
Py E2EA

| D—?—T— FILIFPRYLT EIZI: w%niiﬂ'xaﬁﬁ'o

Romaji: These are characters that express Japanese pronunciation in alphabetical characters.

ex. SUSHI HOKKAIDO
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USHLEAR ﬂf@ﬁ ﬁ Characteristics of Hiragana and Katakana

S5 FL(EHA

B USABORE: HEREC Hanss.

Characteristics of hiragana: Curved and rounded.

B HahF O BT,

Characteristics of katakana: Angular.

)

032y )t HhEhT 032V )tAN HhEhT

ex.

/7 vE BEF P

4 \_ .ﬁé—h‘ﬁb\%)\(bﬁ.zﬁ J

Methods of memorization used by people who know Chinese character

- e AL < < be BAL  Woly  BE_ -
VoD GILEFZHLTEONT=DT, Tt oEFE—HCRADEANA—IUDALPOTINTT,
As Hiragana were created by collapsing Chinese characters,

it is easy to create an image of what they are if you memorize them with their original kanji.

DX DH UL\

139137'(1&%0) M EDEENINFITBATEDLENTT,

In many cases, for katakana, a portion of the kanji is taken and used, as is, in the katakana.

Fe{ Fopv
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#oHL

2F
RON—=IHS0)EHBH Explanation from the next page

a

77 % & X(morning) I 5(0). ®(me)

_________________________________________________________________________

- i & B L v e
O - USHLDEAFHO—IFRETY.

This is the romaji reading of the hiragana.

- be A Lwh

A - USHLDEZIRTY.

This is the stroke order of the hiragana.

& L . _hALw>
O - NFELTOTHELET.

Practice tracing the character.

n  Usk 58> L oL BE THL B
O - BEIRISEBLEDS, ALUSH e EEEET,

Write the same hiragana character five times while thinking about the stroke order.

B8&  BOBA . = s L *3@5;& BF _ -
O -RLRBDASNTITY ., XHFHhFELTNIXFEHBYET . TBLTEAELELD,

This is the katakana for the same pronunciation.

*There are characters similar to these katakana. Take care when memorizing them.
o e v _ 24 L

@ - VSHLOTI LI RFTT,

These are Chinese characters that hiragana originated from.

L Bw th T

O - ETOUSHEHAA>TVBHETT.

These are words containing this hiragana.

= ) & L

O - FOUSHEICEITIBUSHLEDNFTY.

These are hiragana characters that resemble their hiragana counterparts.

e = = = = = = = = e - - ——
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b Z(morning)

I. H(0). ¥(me)

\ )

H\(love)

I (ko). )(ri)

~

)

7 '%’ 37 (up) | (tsu)
T ﬁ Z (picture) | A(n)
N
A H B
jﬁ Z]]-/;\ »H$(blue) | #(a). D(no)

10
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#oHiy

oF
RON—=HS0)EHBH Explanation from the next page

/

Z | el / o

7 A')77(America) I 7(ma), v (ya)
/ /

_________________________________________________________________________

L U5

& P &
Q - HENFOFRAHOO—2FRELTY.
This is the romaji reading of the katakana.
H LwA
A - HEHhFDEZIETT,
This is the stroke order of the katakana.
s L X naLw>
© - NFELTOTHHELEY.

Practice tracing the character.

hHLy

»  Lwha _'E:wi__lé . Bk . T A
O -EBEIRICERBLEDS, RUAhSNFEBEEET,
Write the same katakana character five times while thinking about the stroke order.
Bl “uoﬁ ~ 2 . - [S H L 55 L BEFE _ -
@ FILRBTOUSHETY, KUoH LB TNDIXFERYET ., TRBLTEAELELD,
This is the hiragana for the same pronunciation.
*There are characters similar to these hiragana. Take care when memorizing them.
e 2L
@ - NENFDOFNLESIEFTY,
These are Chinese characters that katakana originated from.
i Th T
O - EOHENFTHAOTVBHETY,
These are words containing this katakana.
= & L
O - FOHZAFILITVDNENFDLFTT,

These are katakana characters that resemble their katakana counterparts.

_________________________________________________________________________
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— =7
}) ]:EI 7 A')71(America) | <(ma). Y (ya)

\ ) /@’a‘ 457 (Italy) L /(no). Nto)
u ) ) |.7
l
5 l%? 74V Z(virus) I 7(ku). 7(wa)
——

I

~

Z ]i L7727 (air conditioner) | =(ni). Z(yu)
B N 4 —2b7)7 (Australia) \ +(na)
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Voiced sounds * Semi-voiced sounds

ELBA M

'ejia é;.x_—) %;&_5 %;&_5 . B4 %;;_5 o (ghtﬁ(ﬁnh N
AT ST 1T BRI R 122 TEBIETEE Y, T 122 THEELLTEEY,
Adding ["] to the 7, &, 7=, and & columns can make them a voiced sound. If you add [°] to the £ column, it

makes semi-voiced sounds.

ESBA b L aESR BAESHA b L AEA
AE XFORLICT 12205, FAT XFORLIZC 122015,
Voiced sounds: Add ["] to the top right of the character. Semi-voiced sounds: Add [° ] to the top right of the character.
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E<Bh &< th T
BEHNIENDHE Words containing voiced sounds

ELBA

Bh BAEIBL EoBL #of BH A S - ) -
AE. FATRE-ZTYRBTLGE, 2 GESHFEICESTLEIDTRZMITELELS,
Unless you pronounce voiced sounds and semi-voiced sounds clearly, they become completely different words, so pay

attention to this.

ex.
neE nE A< A<
Japanese persimmon key clothes Blowfish
roiers . M4 1&M o) “LC”and “5”,“d” and “D”

. R . E2&A \jsta; . . b EE & FATE é;';_i . =7\
TC1EMB1 TFIEMDIEREARC TN, EHEERMIC. TTOICIEIFTIZHENFET,
The pronunciation of “ LU and “ % as well as “J and “D” is the same, but, basically, when writing it, the & column

“>”and “9 is used.

wE R A C R Lo
K—EBDEZBIET B DIZEIENHYET,
There are some words that use “5” and “ 2.

3% 5

27
ex. Sll(nose bleeding) —IF%HE #5173 (to continue) —2I+3

E AR ) .
C ﬁ g ) Practice

_J: -~
| IElJT.}}‘* L&Do Read

(1) M mirror (5) 5T arm
(2) AL Chinese character (6) MAIEXLY Cheers

(3) N motorbike (7) 597]' radio
(4) /N> pants (8) E7./ piano
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